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Dear Parents / Carers

Welcome back! | hope you all had a fantastic holiday. It has been wonderful to see
how confidently learners have returned, seamlessly re-engaging with their familiar
routines and picking up from where they left off before the break

The Discover Pathway had a wonderful and vibrant term, prior to the break, filled
with curiosity, creativity, and meaningful learning experiences. Last term’s theme,
“Planet Earth,” invited students to explore both our home planet and the wider
universe, through our multi-sensory and early learning approach. Students
engaged in rich hands-on activities, that enabled them to explore key concepts
linked to Planet Earth such as planets, stars and the universe through scientific
enquiry, creating space inspired artwork and sampling textured foods inspired by
the different planets. It was a joy to see students making connections, building
confidence, in their own unique ways.

As we begin a new term, we are excited to launch our new theme: “Rainbows.”
Across all areas of learning, students will be provided opportunities to explore
colour, light, and the world around them in ways that are accessible, engaging, and
purposeful. Learning experiences will be carefully designed to engage the senses
and support early learning goals across a range of curriculum areas.

Throughout the term, students will:

-Explore colours and light through scientific experiences, using light, movement and
practical activities to observe how colours and materials change. Learners will also
take part activities to achieve CREST awards and achieve with their science learning.
In Food Technology learners will create rainbow-inspired foods, developing
independence and key life skills.,

-Explore colour inspired designs through creative, multi-sensory art activities, using a
variety of materials and textures to experiment with colour mixing, mark-making, and
expressive techniques.

We look forward to another exciting term in the Discover Pathway, filled with
discovery, sensory experiences, and joyful learning.

Thank you for your continued support!!
Wi illiam Hawes, Deputy Headteacher
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Swifts - Discover

Teacher’'s Note

We would like to say a big thank you to all our families
for your continued support and engagement. Our topic
this term is Rainbows and already we have seen lots of
enthusiasm and curiosity which has been fantastic!

What We're Learhing

We are looking forward to
introducing our new sensory story
for the half term which is Elmer.
We will be exploring lots of multi
sensory resources and activities to
enhance connections to the story.
Our phonics sounds this half term
are b, f, L.

In our maths this half term we will
be introducing the concepts of
matching and sorting, beginning by
exploring ‘same and different’. This
week we have enjoyed exploring
matching colours, linking to our
Rainbow topic.

We have lots of fun activities and
learning planned this half including
rainbow experiments, exploring
weather and exploring different
coloured foods and textures in our
food technology sessions.

e

Reminders

Please don't forget

to send in
swimming and PE
kits in on
Wednesday and
Thursdays.

We will be
continuing to send
regular updates on
EfL so keep an eye
to see what we
have been getting
up to in Swifts.

Thanks for

your continued

support -
Rachel

Classroom
Highlight

It has been
great to get
outside for
outdoor
learning this
week to further
extend on our
lessons. Our
learners have
shown lots of
enthusiasm for
our new topic
and we look
forward to
sharing more
with you as the
term

progresses.
Well done
Swifts.
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Wrens - Discover

Teacher's Note

| hope you all had a lovely Easter break. It has been
wonderful to welcome the children back to school, and they
have settled straight back into their routines. We are looking
forward to a busy exciting term ahead, with lots of learning

and new experiences to come.

What We're Learning

This term, we will be learning about
rainbows across all areas of the
curriculum.

In Literacy, our learning will focus
on key aspects of the story Elmer
and the Rainbow. We will be using
a range of multi-sensory
approaches to support engagement
and understanding. We began our
sensory story this week, and the
pupils thoroughly enjoyed listening,
as well as exploring the animals
and props.

In Maths, we will be learning about
matching and sorting, and the
pupils will be introduced to the
concepts of "same" and "different".

We will also be exploring patterns
through multi-sensory approaches,
incorporating Elmer's patchwork
pattern.

e,

Reminders

Please check EFL
regularly for daily
reports on the
amazing learning
and progress the
children are
making. On
Fridays, we will
also share photos.

If your child is
swimming, please
remember to send
in swimming
pads.

b4

Classroom
Highlights

The children have
settled back into
routines very well
and seem happy to
be back at school.
It has been lovely
to see the progress
they have made.

We are gradually
introducing

swimming to the
pupils. It is lovely
to see how much
they are enjoying
being in the water
and growing in
confidence.

Well done to all
the students -
Wrens are SO
proud of you!

Thank you
for your
continued
support.
Wrens Team
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Quails - Discover

Teacher’s Note

Quails have returned to school this term eager and ready
to engage in lots of fun activities based around our

rainbow topic.

Classroom
Highlight

We are very
proud of all
the children

for their
fantastic
What We're Learhing Reminders work in
maths,
especially
Literacy: We have started reading Elmer Swimming: their ability
and the Rainbow this term using widget Tuesdays and to create a
sentences and symbols. The children have occasionally range of
been completing colourful semantics Fridays. Please repeating
sentence strips about the story and remember to send patterns.
following visual instructions to colour the your child’s kit.
different characters from the book.
Collins Hub:
Phonics: We will be learning the sounds b, Please check the
f, L, W, ff, and ss. During these sessions, we Collins Hub for
will continue to practise previously learned your child’s reading
sounds, match pictures to their initial books.
sounds, spell words using sound cards, and
develop our writing skills.
Maths: We have been exploring and
creating a variety of repeating patterns
using colours, shapes, and blocks.
Science: We will be carrying out exciting
‘rainbow’ experiments, such as observing 14
what happens when skittles are added to :
milk and creating our own rainbows using
water, mirrors, and torches. Thanks for
o your continued
support -

Ruth
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Parent Information

Dates for your diary Reminders FOMBA
Bank Holiday - School If your child is unwell, FOMBA Coffee
closed: Monday 4" May please contact the school Morning: Monday
office by 8.30am by: 27" April, 9am,
Half Term Break: Monday Northstowe Tap
25" - Friday 29" May Phone: 01223 340800 and Social
pressing option 1 and
Training Day - School leaving a voicemail
closed: Friday 3" July
Email:
office@martinbacon.acade
my. Friends of Martin Bacon Academy
Community WhatsApp Group
We will update teachers Scanth QR coe g e W camera o
and the kitchen. If we do e

not hear from you, your
child’s absence will be
unauthorised.

Martin Bacon Academy

Upcoming Events Makaton of the
week e

Thursday  11th  June:
School Prom - years 10,
11 and 6th Form

Please check out our
Makaton page on our
website
https://www.martinbacon.
academy/category/makaton
-of-the-week/
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Parent information

School Anxiety
Understanding Anger 4 May 7pm
Facing Defiance 5 May 10am

& May 7pm
11 May 10am

4 May 10am

supporting Healthy Screen Use

Cannabis and Ketamine Awareness

Anxiety Explained
Intreduction to OCD
What is ACT?

11 May 7pm
12 May 10am
12 May Tpm

18 May 10am
18 May Tpm
19 May 10am

Decreasing Depression
Raising Self-Esteemn
Supporting Healthy Sleep
Understanding the Teenage Brain 19 May Tpm
Autism: Improving Communication 25 May 10am
Improving Family Communication 25 May Tpm
Supporting a Child with ADHD 26 May 10am
Understanding Addictive Behaviour

FREE Getting a Good Nights Sleep

26 May 7pm
28 May T-Bpm
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FOMBA

Parents. came join the Friends of Martin Bacen (cademy
hr:m- c&thu and @ chat.

‘Where: Northstowe ‘Tap and Social
‘When: Monoday 27 April after drop-off
(9 am opwards)
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Parent Information

Please see below the new lunch menu for the Summer Term

SPRING SUMMER MENU 2024 caterlink

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDMESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

AVAILABLE DAILY:

Lunch options are put through daily by the teachers If you
have preferences on what your child should eat for lunch,
please send it in an email to the office and we will pass on to
the kitchen for you.

If your child has any food intolerances or allergies please
email office@martinbacon.academy to request the
relevant allergen form.
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Term Dates 2025-2026

Autumn Term 2025
Training Day - 15t September 2025
Training Day - 2nd September 2025

First day of term: Wednesday 3rd September 2025

Troining day (Disoggregoted) 24th Qctober 2025

Half term: Monday 27th October - 315t October 2025
Troining Day - 3rd November 2025

Last day of term: Friday 15th December 2025 (close at 1pm)

Spring Term 2026

Training day - 5th of january 2026

First day of term: Tuesday 6th January 2026
Half term: Monday 16th February 2026 - Friday 20th February 202
Last day of term: Friday 27th March 2026

Summer Term 2026

Training day - 3rd july 2026

First day of term: Monday 13th April 2026

May Day Bank Holiday: Monday 4th May 2025

Half term: Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May 2026
Last day of term: Friday 17th July 2026

Disaggregated Training day - 20th of July 2026




	17th April ‘26
	MBA Newsletter
	17th April ‘26

	Swifts - Discover
	Teacher’s Note
	Classroom  Highlight
	What We’re Learning
	What We’re Learning
	Reminders
	Thanks for  your continued support -  Rachel
	17th April ‘26

	Wrens - Discover
	Teacher’s Note
	Classroom Highlights
	What We’re Learning
	What We’re Learning
	Reminders
	Thank you for your continued support. Wrens Team
	17th April ‘26

	Quails - Discover
	Teacher’s Note
	Classroom  Highlight
	What We’re Learning
	What We’re Learning
	Reminders
	Thanks for  your continued support -  Ruth

	Parent Information
	17th April ‘26
	Dates for your diary
	What We’re Learning
	Reminders
	FOMBA
	Upcoming Events
	Makaton of the week



	Parent information
	FOMBA
	Parent Information
	17th April ‘26
	Please see below the new lunch menu for the Summer Term



